
Under the heading " Wayside Tales," a 
pleasant little stoiry is told :- 
" PubEc Health, W d r  is olften an uphill 

climb. Discouragements come thick and fast at 
times, and it takes considbrabte pluclr, faith 
and vision to keep going, and ,waiting for the 
occasional encouragement that doles come, 
usually firam almost unexpected quarters. 
" In Halifax a little incident o m r r e d  lately 

which gaes to! shw that it .is all worth the effort. 
A mother in  very arfinary circumstanaes, being 
outside the cilty limits, ca.ma into town to be 
cared foc by the Vktorian Order. She left two 
liltIla children a t  home in m e  of their daddy, 
tha oldest not over five years of age. The five- 
yeair-old and the three-year-old had for solme 
time been. saving their pennies until between 
them they had amassed two1 dollars-all in 
coppers. The V.0.N.s recetived a little paclr- 
age, and a tiny note, and when they opened it 
they found these two hiundred pennlies which the 
note said were to be given to ' The nlurse who 
took care of malmma and the new baby. ' The 
nurse forgot all about: cddl nights, long walks, 
overwork, and felt that shle had been amply re- 
paid(, and that baby is  likely to be a ' Better 
Baby ' because he i s  sa welcome in the family. " 

We regret t o  note that at the annual meeting 
of the Birmingham District Nursing Associa- 
tion, Mrs. Real, who: has been a membtar of the 
committee f a r  fiorty years, spoke in a minofr 
key. She said : " They had often been in tight 
places, bnt never bad they met with sa  many 
difficultlies as they had ta encounter now. Th'ose 
difficdlias were such that the courage of their 
dev&ed superintendents was strained almost 
to breaking point. She often thought the p b -  
lic did not Irnow the position hdd  by the district 
nurses in the aity, and what it would' mean to 
the suffering p m r  if they were withdrawn. 
Those wha had had orainedl nurses in their own 
homes Irnew what it meant to the pattielit and 
the latter's friends to have a skilful trained 
woman in attendance. If tbat was of such im- 
portance in those homes, where there were so 
many alleviations, what must it mean In the 
homes of the poor, where ignorance and pre- 
judice prevailed and where there were not even 
the slightest essentials far  nursing? Very 
often, when a nurse arrived to attend a case, 
she had to send back to the Home for a bed and 
.the dementary appliances for nursing. The 
society began with1 one nurse in one district, 
and gradlually inarased the number, and ,in the  
days d its prosperity had the satisfaction of 
k n m i n g  there was a nbrse in every district, 
when the dd boundaries prevailed. Now t h r e  

, 

were four districts in which they had no nurses; 
and no money to  pay them with if they had the 
nurses. Tbe society dhd not know what to do, 
biut if it did not receive some fat donations it 
was in danger of having to close down. Per- 
haps the city would then redise t h e  value of 
these nurses. The outlook was exceedingly 
black. " 

This appears a grave reflection on the 
generosity of a city so wealthy as Birmingham, 
and surely the industrial classes, now sol highly 
paid, should h<and a bit on, in support of wofrlr 
s a  excellent. The good district nurse is  a pearl 
of great price. 

The late Mr. Nathaniel P. Blalrer, of Cheri- 
lon, Sussex, bequeathed an annuity of A300 to 
his nurse, Miss Ejthel Caroiine Parker, " who 
has nursed mc with the greatest care, and I 
attribute my recovery in no small degree to her 
great care and. attention." 

Th,ere is sure to be a blig muster of nurses 
trained at  the Hendon Infirmary (now th,e Codin- 
d d a  I-Iosplitd) on July and, for the unveiling 
in the Nurses' Home OB the Memoirid ta mem- 
bers of the nursing staff. This unvailing cere- 
mony is to be fohwed by tea, and then the 
League Meeting is to be held. I t  will be a very 
special meeting, for it wzs originally convened 
for the end' of March, and was postponed on 
account of the very serious illness of its much- 
loved, President, Miss Elma Smith, who, its nofiw, 
happily, on the high road1 to recavery. 
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PROFESSIONAL UNION OF TRAINED 
NURSES, GLASGOW. 

The  first Quarterly Meeting of members of the 
above Union was held on Friday, June 18th. 

By request the members agreed to open the 
first past of the meeting to nurses interested 
in the activities of the Union, in order t o  give 
non-members an opportunity of getting infosma- 
tion and joining in discussion. The Secretary 
gave a short address, and drew attention to the 
work the Union was. undertaking, and the progress 
already achieved in various directions. The 
discussion which followed shows that nurses are 
taking an energetic interest in their own affairs. 
The Chairman then asked non-members to  
retise, all of whom applied to join the Union 
before leaving. The Secretary then read the 
quarterly report and the members expressed 
their satisfaction with the progress that had been 
made in the short time. The membership is 
increasing every week. 
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